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His Excellency Count Makino

Tanaka, Chiba

Dear Count Makino :

I am glad to indicate in writing, as you requested yesterday,
what I said about Joseph C. Grew.

Shortly after his return to the United States, in EMM Mr. Grew
was appointed Under-Secretary of State. The then Secretary of State, Mr.
Cordell Hull, and President Roosevelt placed great confidence in him. In
this position in the State Department, Mr. Grew became the leader of the
policy that the American Government must refrain from any denunciation
of or attack upon the Emperor of Japan or any intervention between the
Emperor and the Japanese people. Mr. Grew constantly contended that
peace with Japan could most easily be secured and maintained through the

Japanese Emperor.

Mr. Grew's position was bitterly assailed by various officials,
experts, and newspapers who demanded the use of force against the
Emperor. He stubbornly stood his ground, and succeeded in convincing
President Roosevelt and later President Truman of the correctness of his

policy.

This program reached its climax in August 1945 when Mr.
Grew's arguments led to the acceptence of Japan's offer to surrender on
condition that the Allies would not bring about the overthrow of the

Imperial Throne in Japan.

I should add that Mr. Grew has frequently told me that his
understanding of the character of the Imperial Throne was largely secured

by means of his many conversations with you.
With high regards and esteem, I am

Faithfully yours,
( 5 %)
Kenneth Colegrove
Kenneth Colegrove
H{ELN D =200 —DRITENRIERNY (| REKEHET+oE)
611 Dai Ichi Building
Tokyo

May 30, 1946

His Excellency Shigeru Yoshida
Prime Minister of Japan

Foreign Office
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Tokyo, Japan
Dear Mr. Yoshida :

I am taking the liberty of sending you a letter addressed to

Count Makino. I will be grateful if you will transmit it to him.

When I called upon Count Makino yesterday in the village of
Tanaka, he asked me to give him a written statement about Mr. Joseph C.

Grew, and to forward this statement to him through your good offices.

I am pleased to comply with his request which, I hope, will not

be a burden to you.
With high regards and esteem, I am

Faithfully yours,
( E %)
Wo:boﬁwo%mwo/\o

Kenneth Colegrove

Enclosure
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